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S;:Eool 'Board'Respﬂnds -

Cost of the New Wasatch ngh School

" BY CI.AWIA ERADSHAW,
ALAN  BIUTH, ROBERT
SALAZAR, ANN HDRNER )
KRS NICHOLS -

Wﬂnmh.Cnmly Schoo? Board

I{Eﬂently there hag been
emeern over the cost and
ress of the new Wasztch
gigd'wo[bnﬂdmg, Some of
the citizens in the county have
becone worried because of
things thay Wave haard ix the
medin ‘anmd feom  friends.
, We don't blams you.
¥ we heard only the misinfor-
matian that has been thrown
#0 the public the last several
weeks, wewauld alsn‘be war-
Tied,
. Hewever, ﬁwmﬂhw along
way from the storiés the public
hae been aub]ecte;d to, 50 we
mf:uruty to
set the pecord ¥ 3
. Severa] years agn, svhen the
process of puilding a new Hgh
5dwol brggrn, based on con-
struction céndlitions at ths
gl the Boerd of Bdueation

. offered & bemd t the public for .

$50,3. yilice o braidd the new
highachood, and the band was
averwhe']mgly approved by
amaw{yﬁfﬁﬂ’o of thevotems,
At that tme, ‘ol amid constre

fiom, costs ‘were - significantly.

- Tower and ro one could Have
pradisted such & dramatic -
rtiomary inerease n both ton-

struction materialy and labor

coats that we experienced. Fel-

lowlng the hond élection in:

‘Nesverifbar 2008, we soid the

"3 sdfle” of betids Jangary -

ary 1o inkepacd pate
mnuum and] pre-
ﬁeﬂ eg;m conshruetion
t spring. mmnﬁﬂy z
yeaxlawwe, theofherse—
ties of Bomds peeded to fmigh

HET atl

znnt

TG file photo by Esurie Wynn

the project. To date, we have
- collected more than two mil-

liem additional dotlers in fnter-
est and from the
bond monies that help with
#the additions] costs associated

*with iy 'ﬁ:oj
After the bond alection and
when the district conshrucifon
munegement frm (Layion
Conemuction) ed in the
process, & detaﬂ};n;m&y ofthe
oomtmct:im onats with real
< bids fn hand wag mmsleeted
We zo0n realized that the fige
ure for dorlstmcf:mn onsts
vrould be higher than what we
had hoped for. We notified the
public theough articles in the

Wave (Tune X0, 2007, July 25,

207} that we had prave con-

cemns sbout esealating con- dﬁign, ﬂmcuona]rty and
struction costs and wentabiut  longevity
working to reduce costs. Wi After the value enghnacriog

-went through 2 dgormus and  was completsd and whes Lay- -

detadled exatninetion of coets  ton Conemruction signed the
assotiated with conshircting  comdvact to complete the build-
the high school, and vigorows  ing for the net ameunt of §55.8
value engineering acrured re-  milkion dollavs, we were ze-
sulting in millions of dollars  Leved that the costs for the

saved Thissllowed theproject  high schoel wese near the

to proceed. This cost cutting neTated a
process involved ard'dhemns cfthe bnrgleé mtﬂmzyﬂg}ﬁﬁlg

changes, adjust- - approved, Bince that § :
ments, mem s - Board. k. Mmﬁbﬁ b e
and even a decigion to Sghell_ ro 3

smﬂ*
0 portions of the achéc] tybe hﬂl‘b &%U%m :
eomypleted n the fiture when  mabely $257,000 ix: hﬂpeﬂaaﬁx
they would be needed. -condtruction change ordems
Theensgh this Al theboardwas  These change urde:s came
determined 8 retain the goals  abour in the narmal coume of
eatahlished for the school in  constrpction, and were done o

p:esewe the m

amms&mnlbmd

reported, that the mal of fhe
change ordess $0 far on this
project & ngar 5% {one half of
one percent) of the profect,

gmaitu avarage of 3%
!l'::ll'lpmjeds'ﬁﬂﬂ%a

Wh.enl tcl-mnges
ﬂﬂmhﬂvamlgmdum:g
&nspmiecf,

lim of e distric's sc]:m]s.
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While both of fhose figures are. ~ ¢

included in the costs of the
schioo, those associated w1t11
the reconfiguration ($750,000 t6
complete theshelled in portion-
of the school) would net have
needed 10 be expended except
for the district’s need 10 20r-
gamize the schiodl levels to cre-
Eﬁz long term tax savmgs for-

- Critics have mumated that
the new WHS building was the
most ive of the’ hlgh
schools that weré being built af
that time. A'legislative proce-
dural andit of high school con-
struction’ prejects  with. &
somparison study - was reeenﬂy
released. Of t&;cl schools com-

ar Wasa Hl h Schodl
0 %ﬁ* hsolsfobe »
7 b?gﬁ‘ A fitton, .
3l.1r bidding on the project oc-
aured wheri construction dosts
were soaring, Also driving the
08ts up was the fact that thies
.S Church was begi to
’id construction work on a
najer rendiration in downtown
3alt Lake City. In addition, the
state of Utah teleased. a raas
ecord of saveral hundred-mil-
jon dollars-worth of construc-
mn rajects &t this kime: The
ult of all of thesé pmr
*crls coming on line at approsd-
nately the same time was that
sommercial builders anel gib-
ontractors were uming down
work because demand was-
tigh and commerdial constine-
w0 for both labor and materi-
s was dramaticalt

Ihere are other mimganng

factors present ‘in - Wasat

| County which tend to drive”
consfruction costs. up,, Whﬂe
some of the labor fome

nugted i n the valley, most com-
panies | “had « 1. - fravel - a
significant distance -to, our
work sife, and consequently,
bid the project to cover thoge
additional costs, The’ extra |
travel and’ sluppmg cbsts,

matenais and labor mated an’
mvuonment W}udm drove. ﬁw
overall éosts,ip. Other school

| distziets which wers m‘volved
in the Jepislative. audit wege |

able t6 Tock i thelr costy'prior

were fortrinate to riiss the il ;
measure’ of inflationary in- |
‘creases, However, school dis- |

cleades that we wete Torced fo
beai and are’feflectinig those:

f driving up thé bid prices for
his pre}ectas osed to those
wojects
no_nﬂth& tua year garlier.

Y .
nereaging, This had the éffect-'-- -

starfed 6 .

| concetng i m.edla PIESEﬂta-
tigns.” -+ - o

Other schoal dlstc[cts ha!;r;'
dealt with the dremate in-

along with the rising costs of

m&mbjddngﬁeﬁzymdﬂley: mechs

ticts in Tiah afe ‘now” seemg |
the dzamatic conﬁhue:tmu i1y STV

A maneymnotﬂmreﬁwam lete ;
1 all of the projects, the dmgzcts
! will Just postporie a project or -

i two ahd proceed with the re- {

m:—umng projects as planned: |
We did not fzel we could or

! shonld exercise the opfien of |
rot building the high school.
We felt simnaly that the costs |

wold comtinue 1 escalate ancl ,

{we W;}ﬂd have t6 po back 1o i

the " 'votérs for approval, for:
ANy gre doﬂa:s Wewiré |
s anegdmgan endng
e 16, cone. |
Stmel:oﬁ‘lar&ﬂhﬂqls because E'ff !

et nf bwldmg
chdpls was :mh~ i

Weé authonzeci anaclaﬂnonal ’
 $750,000 1 bespéni aﬂ'helﬂgh !
schoal t6 firlish the portion of |
the achiool thathid beéh éched- J
ifled to be “ghalled " for o
fure ‘use. . This includes - four

cteages in constricticn &ists in dagg:fgoms thia little theater

ofhei ways. Schioo] " districts’
who passed large, muligi-Pzp-,
Ject"bonds® simply*: deldyed
sothe of their projectsé for the
niext bond electiort becarise the |
IONEY Was not theré 0 & alt -

and ofie practicé gym. Tt does
not rickide tijo parkisig Tots -
-which Tl be-'prepared and -
: graded bqtt nut smfaced wﬁix
asp]:rait. o

thi projects. In effect, thiese di- | e bosf-’«éhﬁngmeamre w}ﬁm_

tricts bond for several projects! |

: saveE
i thie nesd several years hicause..

(ufldings) at a time. W

mmétmcuon begm; i fhﬁ itallows the sthool district imie

1o pay dﬂwn its exdstin debt
“before . Yo the vofersto -
‘aak for more money for school !
- gonstruictiont ‘and ‘moves the - 3
duldren te idldings that can

accomuiodate them for qm’:a F
. some time. .

“this Gormrmity: ng?m ;
chitect asked for that access.
"Acceis” wolld hsve been.

ofa contract Yad th
) In addIthnr Pﬂ ‘ ETelt &‘1

Some rritics have mdlcaﬁéd' "

1was g;lvmunfa]r advan-
tagegver other firms by havin
access ‘1o the “Wasgarch' Hlj '

' that the architect for the lugh ‘

Schaol teachers and adminis. .

thatols in the desigri- Process.
The firm came to the district
and aghed if ﬂmey cotld, at their

 own expensd, fonduct a atudy

oy détenxuneﬂ'le needs of the .
hlghsd‘LUOl ‘Iheytaokﬂtem-l-

- tiative t0 discoVer the needs of |

‘the .t&achém aﬂd duzms o
"hélp | ther dem S Sdﬂﬂﬂl
whiih would wﬂrk well. for:

. grantect und@:thc sarier coni- -
"Hiong (o B 2 i 1o promlse

fhat 18 Carsently Bbi_h,g.'
structed in Saratoga Sptings.

Durn@wlughsohoolusw.. |

tamly not ]-.argwést 11151‘1




. cledt budlding we have in the

school bemg built in the stat:e :
and is'also npt the most-“o

lent” nor s it costitg “§75 mﬂ~

Tiot”: O~ Mild Elerneniary'
" Sehool, desighad by the saine,

architect, is by far the most eff-
district. Himnilar desxgn feanzrég

included in the new  high

schoal ‘witl c:rea::e efﬁmenmes

- that dre constant throughout -

the life of the building in saved’

tility end mainfenance costs, -

‘The Boadrd of Educa’aun be-
lieves the Wagsateh, County

. commynity’ wapnted a schaol -

our CnthS “who have: fought )

‘mmufy was ng a gion of,
hat .the - ' uld look

'&tatthey{:mﬂdbepmudﬂfﬂnﬁ

‘that would: alsa meet ﬁ)en%ds

_’m"ae:tqm ]1311 it Gm‘fﬁ aga:rn,;
- W relt&raie that ﬂ‘ﬂe CODmm-
Tty suppoited the ] proposalby

‘majority, And, 6 -

a very lar
it has Been said by

Spite af

Bgainst every Hond. put: foi-

rward by e schodl district; the
‘district has no plamstn goba,ck

. to the voters ti.ask for addi-. .
. tignal mémes foﬂush the}ugh

schoal. .
‘We are dlsappammd in the

:grandatan&ng and the effortd -

. being indde to matill pasiic i

this project. Indead; thedtshnct,.i

Over the years, they have . ;...

the cor.rmumty “The schaol
district is ot “Cash Strapped”;
'ITusiJEImW’m 'Ehrpwnautman

added-cokts for the school dis- .
frict as we are forced to corract

‘ thEII‘ spuriois . - a]legaﬂom

" Working within'a budget-and .
- mspondmg to adw:rse circunns
stances -of the economy ‘are
thafi' all citizéha, families

axid "governgnental.. entities:

nmstdo,andwwansaymﬂla :
' clear congcience that we Have |
done’so fm&’nfully and in the .

best interdéts of all ’caxpayersm :

Wasatch County,
" As - the “county’s elected

*—schml board, we catrie to the.

public'with a plan for a new |
Highsschool: We projected that |

We could ¢ Qorx!p

lete the praject’
;fﬁI$59 S,millzﬂn dollars sByan-_

comple-te ‘Hhis, p F:cb but Wﬁ .

have'worked | tp

B E'lese dﬁﬁmﬂt ﬁmes
.We have hghteaecj the fifiaricial
. gonirols such that 3  yijiycan be -
séiirre in tha. Lmowledge fHiat
vl finish ifrls piojéct and |
premnht p:oudly to Yur corf- |
gty We will NOT-be back,
o the pitblic. asking 't ainath:-:r

¢ districts ability to catiplete Thekn

has sufficient mories to tal-:z
{are af its need‘ i

o nversaﬁona
with' state ageme and othér .

orgartizations ijj e:ffqari"s to pres-

vent this project frofh being fin-

ished’ and 1o, c:reate seandal: -

when there Is rione: They use
leglslaﬁve uaudzts that " have

general policy i‘mphcaﬁms for”

all school districts fo make outu

'ragecms claims.: ‘Ihey‘ miinipu

Iate - somg . .media
represenitatives and stai:e offt-

: cmis into behe\rmg ‘things.that

ply. not.true, and theri-
_ ourtime and resouress -
(tax doflars) t¢ cotrect theny. -

élement prachces by

ue Enginest. -
oyt building to” fedute’ costs’
Wherapogsable withéiit ) rédun-fg '
;:El thi fﬁm:uonahty ﬂw-" :

‘bitmd 1o complebe this | - project,
ﬂ]lz'pamnt attemnpt 0° discredit % dless v &

ol district;, poupled, with
ewnqm:mmg angd mstacuthng )

i

measm‘es that we ‘have em- -

ployed in alk of olar achmues,

“will énable ngto pay for fhe eri

tire.cost of tHe new hlgh sdlool
wiﬂnn ou.fbﬁdget .

:Although’ wWe , a.re d15apu
Pﬂm‘hed with the additional in-
Hatjeniary costs of the times, e
e ttemely excited a’baut the.
fagility - that 'your * children,
grmdchﬂd.ren and nmghb m’s
“will soonbe tising, . -

. “We Took forwatd to aemng
you atthe: groundbrealdng cei'—
emornies of this hew wcmdezﬁﬂ
fam]:l,ty mxt faJl

. ia
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