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Councilman Meels

* Editor: Fol

35D) final report
rom 2008-2013, I re
itor, Johi Dougall, - ..
- As'a néw County Council Member, sworn in this Jaritia
few queéstions for which I wanted to hear answers directly’

horse's mouth" so'to speak. -

‘also-a

nded. What follows are the three main questioris I

new policies and procedures, but never truly enforces

ice}bait:k:toi eview the di trict's progress. .- -
- My second, question: A

As a result of the findings of this audit,

the FBI fequested JSSD) audit documents and materials from
ais Eéffiée;-"5'Mr;-iDdugall 0
sation (nor do I). g ‘ o A

. My "third, question: I host a radio show' on’ channe]:1340 ‘AM

KTMP Thursdays from’12:30-1:30. Would yoube a guest onmy |

*adio show?. |

1s appearance). ¢ no
‘Last Thursday, April 23rd, I intervie
Craig Powell and: Wasateh-County+@
“hairman of

- Dougall's response: Yes. (We are currenﬂyworkmgona f@;lété for |

Thada
“from the |

e conversation lasted about 45 minutes last.'Wedhe_sdéy. Mike -
Dougall'sresponses, .p.a'.r'aphras'ed"qnly for the gake' '

: Wﬂét"é_éncel;ns dQ'yoﬁ have about ISSD tod_ay\ ‘

rmer employee or board member be arrested?”
:No, but'many documents that could ‘poten-
fraud were missing. Mr. Dougall added that -

es not'know the SCQ??-Qf-ihEEEFEI.‘ vesti-

S i}\fi‘thfall' audits, the concern'is that the en- L

em-orchanges behavior; Dougall also said that it is ’approp{:iat_e;_ "~
seneficial, -and welcomed that after 6-12 monthsj:]SSD-jnvite l'uls of- .

. five. who were a
' That really means that every single aspect of the con-
. duct'of the JSSD belongs to the council. =~ -
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the J$SD (Jordanelle Special Service District), Council-
man Mike Kohler, who is also the current chairman of

.. the board of the J$SD provided a strong response. To

.sum up these two.columns, the state auditor all but por-
trayed the management and oversight of the JSSD as re-
sembling, a third world couniry (Zimbabwe)} and Mr.

" Kohler’s responsé could be summarized as mistakes
- were made but we've got our hands around it now.

. Weshould all rest easy. that no one is going to jail and

‘perhaps praise the management of the JSSD for having

' the forethought to wipe the server’s clean. Oh, that was
. someone else. * They didn't keep many records and

. shredded the ones they did have.. What they were ac-
_cused of doing:is not maintaining enough records to
- even launch an investigation into. corruption. Good

- Mr. Kohler’s assertion that some problems were un-
covered js encouraging but wasn’t there a legislative
audit a few eons ago which pointed out many of the

- same concerns?’ It is also true that-before 2013, the
- ..board consisted of but two memberts of the council and

ppointed, appointed by the council?

Another point raised by Mr. Kohler is that one rea- .

- sof the auditor has acciised the JSSD of not being fully .

- cooperative is the pending litigation. ‘They’ve also ac-

cused the litigants of trying to use the audit for discoy-

- ery purposes. That could rery well be true, but the fact

- remains that the JSSD is beéing sued six ways from Sun-
. -day.and the plaintiffs arer_i!f t-being représented by des-
. perate.neck brace law firms. T'll gtiess that the total

- liability:for the JSSD is in the range of $100 million. . M.

" Kohler and former counqilﬁ]an Steve Capson have gone
- -to some lengths to-assure us.that these lawsuits are
- without merit. ‘I've never known a defendant to say
- otherwise. We all need to hope they are right. The
‘money to settle a-large claim would not drop from the

clouds but from us taxpayers. RERC
' Thanks to the election of two new members to the -

. county council, we have soine right to expect that this
.. new council will not tolerate the kind of conduct that
- 'has résulted in a critical state audit and numerable law-
cosuits, oo st .

 is going to jail is:not quite the same as blanket exonera-
. -tion. One step that could be taken immediately is to re~

-quire reimbursement from the. employees who did not

-because - - no -one

retain receipts for their credit card purchases. And, if
us taxpayers get hit with.alarge tax increase to settle lit-
- igation, sending a few people to jail will not begin to -

satisfy me.

D.a‘ve‘ Kennamer
'He};er Cit_y



